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“aro RANCHO KIRK” 


Near Chascomus 


(An Idyll, by John Sand, Author and Poet) 


“Here on these vast and thistly plains 
Where universal darkness reigns; 

Here, like a candle in the mirk, 

The Scots support a “Rancho” Kirk, 
And farmers flock with all their crews 
To worship God, and hear the news. 
The coaches, carts and horses there, 
Would with amazement make you stare. 


“Before the little bell has rung, 

The people stand a stalwart throng, 
And chat in native Scottish tongue, 
But words Castillan intermixing, 

Which to the stranger is perplexing. 
‘Alfalfa’, ‘trébol’, and ‘gramillas’, 
‘Abrojos’, too and ‘carretillas’ ; 

The price of wool, the health of sheep, 
Are there discussed with interest deep, 
How much the ‘sarna’ spoils the clip, 
And if ’tis best to pour or dip, 

Then Southdown Wash perhaps is mooted, 
And all its pros and cons disputed. 


“One grumbles (while he cuts tobacco) 
That all his horses are so ‘flaco’ — 
He might as well have trudged on foot, 
As rode to Church on such a brute. 


“Some tell how many sheep they've lost, 
By ‘secas’, ‘temporals’ and frost; 

And when they're tired of sheep and cattle, 
Discuss a Paraguayan battle; 

But when the little hand-bell rings 

They lay aside all earthly things. 

Their souls absorbed (my muse supposes) 
In what is said by “Mark and Moses”. 


San Felipe, January 20th, 1866. 


AUTHOR’S NOTE 


Having been prevailed upon, some years ago, to compile 
a historical record of an Institution for which I have always 
felt great sentiment, the idea was broached by some members 
of the Committee that I might undertake a similar effort with 
respect to the Chascomus Scotch Church Centenary publication, 
bringing pressure to bear on me with the argument that I am 
married to a descendant of one of the families who took a pro- 
minent part in the foundation of the “Rancho” Kirk. 

As my previous effort — my first I may add — was not 
exactly what one would call a “best seller” I had decided it 
would be my last and was rather reluctant to enter the literary 
field again. 

However, on reflexion, it occurred to me that, to be of- 
fered the opportunity to study records which I knew must re- 
veal a history of almost unique human achievement and reli- 
gious sentiment in Argentina over a period of 100 years was 
a great privilege, and although hardly qualified for the task, I 
felt very reluctant to miss the Opportunity and so agreed to 
make the effort. 

My endeavour was made easier by finding that valuable and 
most interesting information and historical records were im- 
mediately made available, and being able to make reference 
to that valuable publication “The Scottish Settlers in the River 
Plate” by the late Mr. James Dodds, and also by being furnished 
with a wealth of data and photographs by such collaborators as 
Messrs, Albert J. Bell, James G. Dodds, Ernest Johnstone, 
Thomas W. Sproat and others, it was not surprising that one 
soon became engrossed in the subject. 

Without their help the compilation of this record in its 
present form would not have been possible. 

It is my earnest hope that it will prove of interest to 
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To read this interesting account af the 
founding and development of the Prasbyterian Church 
| in Chascagmtis 1s to receive deep inspiration Prox 
high religious examples an example of faith of 
practical kind that is aceuRpaniad by works, 
this record one realisas something of the subs 
foundations on which have been built the achiev: 
of the Scots-Argentines, so apparent today in s 
} fields, and so substantial in the tetal sum of the 
upbuilding of Argentina, 


The Scots, as this mencir notes, have been 
true to their faith wherever they have gone in their 
r wanderings from their native land, Thess whoss 
loyalty is recorded in these pages did well, and 
have handed down a heritage of value te their des- 
tendants and to the land of their adaption, i) 


May those who are proud of their Seot« 
ancestry ever cherish this heritage; may they SAWay's 
strive to emulate the high standards and sound prin. 
ciples exemplified by such as the founders of the 
"Rancho Kirk", one hundred years ayo. 
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Sir FRANCIS EDWARD EVANS, G.B.E., K.C.M.G., 


Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Argentina - 1954-1957 
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Rev. JoHN Kent, M. A. 
Minister, St. Andrew’s Scots Church, Buenos Aires 


A MESSAGE TO THE CHASCOMUS CONGREGATION 


from 


Rev. JOHN KENT, M.A., 
Minister, St. Andrew’s Scots Church, 


BUENOS AIRES. 


St. Andrew's Scots Church in this City which enjoys such 
long and honourable associations with our sister Church, St. 
Andrew's, Chascomus, seeks by way of this message to convey 
to its Elders, Management and Congregation our most. sin- 
cere Christian felicitations, coupled with our equally warm 
congratulations on the occasion of the Centenary. 

Such a significant event evokes retrospection and this in- 
teresting publication, so assiduously compiled by Mr. Ronald M. 
Merchant, ably assisted by Messrs. James G, Dodds, Ernest J. 
M. CG. Johnstone and Thomas W. Sproat, will prove an in- 
valuable asset to those who desire to let ‘memory hold the door’. 

It would seem that the history of Scots Presbyterianism 
in Argentina has so far followed a well defined pattern. Wher- 
ever our forbears have settled under favourable conditions in 
this fair land, they went about, not only their own business, 
but about their Father’s business. The collection of funds, 
the building of a Kirk, the ‘calling’ of a Minister from Scot- 
land, were at once regarded as matters of spiritual necessity 
and priority. 

To those whose faith, determination and generosity of ser- 
vice and substance brought into being St. Andrew’s, Chasco- 
mus, verily built on the foundation of Jesus Christ, the chief 
corner stone, as also to those who with like spiritual affection 
and loyalty have honoured and supported this hallowed sanc- 
tuary down the years, we would pay here the rightful tribute 
of thankful hearts. 
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I am confident that the Congregation and all associated 
with them in a common desire to mark the centenary worthily 
in the spirit of true thanksgiving and by renewed dedication 
to God and His Church must, to paraphrase St. Paul, surely 
say from their hearts — “What we are, we owe”. As debtors 
then, entering into such a rich spiritual heritage, let us in the 
days to come labour together to keep St. Andrew’s, Chasco- 
mus, what by God’s grace it has been for one hundred years, 
a centre of many sweetening and sanctifying influences. 

May Almighty God continue to bless and prosper the Con- 
gregation and all who share in its government to the glory of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great King and Head of the Church. 


Buenos Aires, y 
November, 1957. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 
“ST. ANDREW’S SCOTCH PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH”, CHASCOMUS 


Meeting of the Scotch Community in the 
District of Chascomus. 


First General Meeting held at “ADELA” on the 24th May 
1857 to take into consideration the erection of a ‘RANCHO” 
for the performance of Divine Service in this district. 


PRESENT: 


Messrs. James Grant, 
John Grant, 
William Blake, 
Alex. Mc Gaw, 
Thomas Bruce, 
Alex. Bell, 
Robert Manson, 
James Dodds, 
Samuel Mc Gaul. 
Mr. Thomas Bruce (in the Chair) . 


Unanimously agreed to by the meeting that said “rancho” 
be erected at Thomas Bruce’s ‘puesto’ on the land at Adela. 

Agreed further that Messrs. Bruce, Dodds and Manson be 
appointed to superintend and carry out the erection of said 
“rancho”. 

Proposed by James Grant and carried that a General Fund 
be formed in the following manner:— 

That all persons owning sheep should pay annually the 
value of ten sheep per thousand for every thousand they pos- 
sess, estimating the value of sheep for the present year at 
thirty pesos currency each. 

The subscriptions from persons not owning sheep will 
nevertheless be thankfully received. 
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This was followed by a SECOND GENERAL MEETING 
at “ADELA” with the following present:— 


Messrs. John Grant, 
Samuel Burns, 
Ninian Johnstone. 
George Sheill, 
Alex. Greig, 
Hugh Robson, 
Robert Manson, 
Thomas Bruce, 
Robert Bruce, 
William Burnet, 
George Thompson, 
John Smith, 
James Cribbes, 
James Moodie, 
James Dodds, 

My. Thomas Bruce (in the Chair). 


Aereed that the “Rancho” be forthwith erected at the 
Bruce’s ‘puesto’ for the performance of Divine Service. 

Unanimously agreed that James Dodds be appointed Secre- 
tary and Treasurer to the General Fund. 

That Mr. George Sheill and Mr. Ninian Johnstone be 
appointed Auditors of the Treasurer’s accounts. 

That Messrs. Hugh Robson, George Sheill, James Dodds 
and James Grant be appointed Collectors. 

That the subscriptions received be handed over to the 
Treasurer as soon as_ possible. ‘ 

That the General Fund shall in the meantime be applied 
to the erection and maintenance of said place of Worship, as 
also all other expenses attendant upon said Meetings. 

Agreed to by Messrs. Dodds, Bruce, Manson, Johnstone, 
Sheill, Me Gaw, Alex. Bell, Robson, Grant and Burns, that 
they alternately provide the Minister with a horse and “peén” 
(servant) to accompany him to the ‘Estancia’ of the late Mrs. 
Mohr, 


oz 
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At the first Annual General Meeting held in the Church 
on 20th March 1858, the following were appointed as mem- 
bers of the Committee:— 


Mr. Ninian Johnstone, Chairman. 
Mr. Thomas Bell, Vice-Chairman. 
Mr. James Dodds, Secretary & Treasurer. 
Messrs. Robert Burnet and 
James Cribbes, Auditors of Treasurer's Accounts. 
Messrs. Hugh Robson, William Blake, John Brown 
George Sheill, and William Dodds, Collectors. 


Estancia “ADELA” — Purchased in 1853 by Messrs. George Bell, 
James Burnet and James Dodds conjointly from Don Prudencio Rosas 
(Now the property of Sucesién de Don Félix Sola) 

As early as 1854 Rev. Dr. Smith was holding Divine Services at 
Estancia “ADELA” from time to time; it was here that the meetings 
took place to decide on the erection of the “Rancho” Kirk 
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Rae | FAITH AND WITNESS 

RE 289 
=e = gC 8 As long ago as 1825, there arrived, under the leadership 
eS lees of John and William Parish Robertson, a small band of Scots 
sé gy 2 numbering 250 in all and they established themselves as a self- 
Bao ee contained colony at Monte Grande. In 1829 a revolution 
S855 S a created a very disturbed state and the colony was shortly broken 
Eos” 285 up and many members went further afield. 

soe 2 ef eS From information extracted from the records of ‘““THE 
soeacts SCOTTISH SETTLERS IN THE RIVER PLATE” written 
ag: ‘oa by James Dodds and published in 1897, we learn that the 
ose eos earliest Scottish settlers showed a preference to make their 
ES Soe ass Z homes in the South of the Province of Buenos Aires, owing 
= eI a eoe to 1ts more temperate climate and more abundant water supply 
EER ES ey and as early as 1825 large tracts of grazing land were acquired 
28 ae cS and stocked with long-horned native breeds of cattle until the 
Dei ee introduction of the more lucrative sheep industry in the early 
Bias 2 Sas thirties with the importation of pure Merino and Lincoln 
Sy =" SORE breeds. The famous Estancia Espartillar, near Chascomus, had 
ap 8 Se an area of 60 square miles and had 40 ‘puestos’ occup’ed by 
Se oe Scottish or Irish shepherds, and was stocked by over 100,000 
5 = 3 AD sheep and cattle. 

iS eROESS Owners associated with this extensive development of stock 
on = or g breeding were descendants of families still familiar amongst us, 
- 2 ~S oS for example, Gibson Bros., M’Clymont, Dodds, Krabbe, Bell, 
Tessas Burnet; the latter of San Felipe. 

z 2s SS : It is of interest to record that, since much of the land 
a pao & was low-lying and marshy, this problem was solved by the 
S 8 § g ge owners pooling resources to meet the expenditure of drainage 


through their properties flowing into the River Samborombon. 

As history proves, whenever our countiymen settle in any 
considerable numbers, scriptural and cultural injunction is not 
forgotten, and as early as 1854, the Revd. James Smith was 
holding divine service at the Estancia Adela, and with due 
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foresight, it was evident from the interest in the spiritual wel- 
fare shown by many families who had decided to make this 
district their home, that provision should be made for the erec- 
tion of a suitable building for administering divine service. A 
special meeting was therefore called whereat it was decided to 
} form a General Fund for that purpose. 

At the said meeting (see page 15), it was unanimously 
agreed that persons concerned should contribute an annual 
quota according to the number of stock owned by each, and 
a considerable sum was forthwith deposited in the Provincjal 
Bank in Chascomus. 

It was this initiative that gave birth to the ‘Rancho Kirk’, 
in the winter of 1857, on the lands of Adela, adjoin'ng the 
Las Mulas property and near the romantic inland lake cf La 
Yalca, at the ‘puesto’ later occupied by Mr. Thomas Bruce 
and family. 

The Rancho Kirk building was a low thatched cottage, 
with smoothly plastered white-washed walls, brick paved floor 
and lighted by three windows on each side. 

The interior furnishings were a handsome pulpit draped 
with crimson velvet and precentor’s desk to match. The seats 
were of pine, artistically painted and with comfortable back rails. 
There were fifteen movable pews on each side, with a passage 
down the centre, providing seats for 120 worshippers. The 
interior fittings were the artistic handiwork of Mr. Thomas 
Bruce, who in his younger days had been a Cabinetmaker. 
The exterior surroundings were gravelled paths, bordered with 
flowers and rows of paradise trees, and we learn that, when 
the Rancho Kirk subsequently disappeared as such, on the 
laying of the foundation stone of a new Church in 1872, the 
sacred spot at Adela was long held in veneration by the re- 
maining worshippers of those early days. We hope that the 
same spirit prevails amongst those gathered here to comme: 
morate its centenary. 

Preparations had been made for the opening of the Rancho 

Mr. James Dodds Kirk for public worship on the second Sxnday of November 

author of “The Scottish Settlers in the 1857, but it rained incessantly on Saturday and Sunday and 
eee nd Aisin Churches. it was decided to postpone the inaugural service until the fol- 
lowing Monday when a large congregation attended. In spite 

of the inclement weather, the Rev. James Smith rode on horse- 
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VISIT MADE IN AUGUST 1957 TO SITE 
WHERE “RANCHO” KIRK WAS 
BUILT IN 1857 


Messrs. John Young (Jr.) and son, a friend, James G. ¢ 


Dodds and Manuel Novoa standing on exact spot 
where the Kirk existed. 


View of “La Yalea” lake only some 500 metres from 
the site of the old Kirk. 
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back from the ‘estancia’ Viamont, a distance of 24 leagues, in 
order to arrive in time for the service on Sunday as arranged. 

Services were held monthly by the Revs. James Smith and 
Francis Gebbie alternatively until the arrival of the Revd. 
Martin P. Ferguson — as Chaplain — in 1862, as meanwhile 
the Kirk Session, in response to the desires of the congrega- 
tion, studied the possibility of obtaining the services of a Pas- 
tor of their own. After a series of meetings, it was unanimous- 
ly agreed to approach the Established Church of Scotland, tak- 
ing advantage of a visit to h's native land of the Rev. James 
Smith, Pastor of the Scots Ghurch in Buenos Aires, to obtain 
a nomination. 

It may be of interest to quote from a letter dated 16th 
March 1860, written by Mr. James Dodds to the Rev. James 
Smith, the former being then Hon. Secretary of the Rancho 
Kirk Committee; it reads:— 


To Revd. James Smith, 
60 Castle Street, 
EDINBURGH. 


Dear Sir: 


“We, the Scotch community in the district of Chas- 
comus, have this day held our third annual meeting and 
are happy to be able to state that our collections for the 
present year have exceeded the two previous years. 

“We have collected this year S$ lg000;— c/l. and it 
is the opinion that this congregation is now in a position 
to support a Pastor of our own.” 


Meanwhile, the year 1861 was marked by the purchase of 
a house in Chascomus, to serve as a Manse for the new Minister. 

The Manse property measured 21 yards frontage on the 
main street by 50 yards deep and cost $ 60.000,— c/l. The 
house was substantially built with brick walls, hard wood 
rafters and concrete roof with five rooms, entrance hall, kitchen 
and other offices and also a well arranged garden and vineyard. 
Later, the property was added to by the purchase from Mr. 
James Dodds of some adjoining ground, so bringing the total 
area of the Manse property to 2.250 square yards and_ in- 
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Rev. James Smith, D.D. 


‘ Rev. Francis Gebbie ‘ 
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volving a total cost of £700 met, it may be emphasized, by the 
voluntary effort of the Scottish community. 

In 1862, the General Assembly's Colonial Committee in 
Edinburgh published the following minute relating to the ap- 
pointment of a Minister for Chascomts 


“Commission, 


“The Acting Committee of the Colonial Scheme of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, having 
carefully considered the testimonials of the Revd. Martin 
P. Ferguson from the Presbytery of Irvine and from in- 
dividual clergymen and others in whom they have con- 
fidence, and having heard him conduct divine service, 
hereby appoint him to the charge of Chascomus, in the 
Argentine Republic 

“Given by appo'ntment of the General Assembly’s 
Colonial Committee on 6th day of August 1862. Salary 
guaranteed £300 sterling; £50 of which is contributed by 
the Colonial Committee for one year.” 

On Tuesday, 30th September 1862, the Presbytery of Du- 
noon met in the Parish Church and after despatch of other 
business, proceeded to the ordination of the Rev. Martin P. 
Ferguson for h's foreign charge. 

Records show that this young clergyman had had a distin- 
guished career and had earned Academ‘c honours during his 
student life at St. Andrew’s and Glasgow Universities. 

He arrived in Buenos Aires on 13th December 1862 and 
enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. Thomas Drysdale and family 
for a short time. After an initial service in the City of Buenos 
Aires before a congregation of over 200 people, he drove out 
“in state” to Chascomus under the escort of Mr. James Dodds, 
where a very warm welcome awaited him. He was formally 
introduced to the congregation on the first Sunday of January 
1863, at the “Rancho” Kirk and preached an impressive sermon. 


GEMETERY 


The necessity for a Protestant cemetery at Chascomus had 
heen for some time seriously occupying the minds of the com- 
munity, and an effort was made in 1866-67 to secure a piece 
of suitable land, Messrs. James Burnet, George Sheill, 
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Rev, Martin P. Ferguson 
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John Dodds and Joseph Johnstone were deputed to ap- 
proach the Municipality with a view to acquiring a portion of 
the public lands for this purpose. They were very graciously 
received by the Corporation, who were profuse in their of- 
fers of assistance in carrying out the much desired object of 
the Protestant community. | 

After a number of enquiries were made it was ultimate- 
ly decided to purchase from the Municipality six squares of 
land near San Basilio, on the boundary line of the Estancia 
San Felipe, for the purpose of opening the Cemetery, and 
also have a site in readiness when it was deemed advisable to 
build a new Church. 

The Cemetery was first opened for interments on 16th 
January 1868, and sad to relate, was frequently the scene of 
burials consequent upon the out-break of the cholera plague, 
which developed in Chascomtts on Christmas Day of 1867, and 
was prevalent there up to the middle of February 1868, after- 
wards spreading out into the camp to an alarming extent, and 
continued its ravages there until the end of March. 

Brave and devoted men, and women too, were not want- 
ing to minister to the needs of the plague-stricken, and a 
group was formed under the leadership of Mr. Neil M. Auld, 
with Messrs. Sacristie, Allan, Capdevila, King, Villanueva, Dr. 
Hailes and others, and it is evident that the Rev. Mr. Fergu- 
son devoted his energies to this cause in addition to his abun- 
dant labours among his widely scattered flock in the outlying 
districts. 

On this faithful band of workers devolved the onerous 
duties of administering medicines to the stricken, to comfort 
the dying, and often to bury the dead who had been deserted 
and left to their fate. At this time there were only two re- 
sident doctors in Chascomtis, Dr. Insiarte, and Dr. Crosbie. 
The former, however, had disappeared, and it was said had 
deserted his post. Upon Dr. Crosbie now devolved the whole 
of the medical work, and he, with unexampled courage and 
devotion to his profession, died bravely at his post on 10th 
January 1868. He had been completely worn out and exhausted 
from overwork, had seldom been out of his carriage for food 
or rest for sixteen days and nights before his death, except 
to attend to the sick, Thus fell one of nature’s true heroes, 
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providentially the only victim of the plague of that devoted 
band of noble workers in Chascomus. 

A number of interments took place under the shadow of 
the “Rancho” Church before the cemetery was opened, and the 
remains of several were buried there, the first an infant, in 
1863, and later a son of Mr. Henry Carrol, and also Mr. Shil- 
linglaw and wife, Mr. John Speed Wyllie, and Dr. John Herries 
Maxwell Crosbie. The remains of the two latter were after- 
wards transferred to the present cemetery, and the others now 
sleep in unknown and unmarked graves. 

The Sextons of the Cemetery since its inauguration have 
been as follows:— 


1868/1883 Mr. and Mrs. Marshall. 
1883/1893 Mr. and Mrs. Edward Chandler. 
1893/1898 Mr. Mc Kain. 

1898/1906 Mr. Thomas Gould. 

1906/1910 Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Sproat. 
1910/1916 Mr. and Mrs. Stragno. 

1916/1931 Mr. Archibald Herdman (Sr.). 
1931 to date Mr. Archibald Herdman (Jr.). 


Mr. Thomas Gould as Church Officer and Sexton was 
responsible for a great improvement in the aspect of the ceme- 
tery and glebe lands attached to the Church. 


CHASCOMUS CHURCH 


A series of prosperous years followed the former depression 
and considerable progress had been made to provide funds for 
the great enterprise of building a new Church in Chascomis; 
one adequate for an increasing congregation and the laying 
of the foundation stone of this new building took place on 
the 30th April 1872, being the occasion for one of the great- 
est gatherings of the clans ever seen in Chascomus; many 
friends coming from Buenos Aires in order to be present at 
the impressive ceremony. 

This is an opportunity for readers of the publication one 
hundred years after the birth of the Rancho Kirk, to meditate 
and make the present an occasion for prayer and thanksgiving, 
for deeds worthy of Christian faith, 
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Chascomts, then known as “The village of the lake” was 
bedecked for the occasion, shop windows being trimmed and 
scores of carriages awaited visitors at the station. 

The Rev. James Smith, Scots Pastor in Buenos Aires, ac- 
companied the visitors from the Federal! Capital who were met 
on arrival at Chascomus by the Rev. Martin P. Ferguson. 

Amongst those present whose descendants are still well- 
known names amongst us were representatives of the follow- 
ing families: Bell, Gebbie. Wilde, Johnstone, Dodds, Graham, 
Buchanan, Burnet, Rodman, Newton, Auld, Grant, Bruce, Or- 
phant, Corbett, Mc Kechnie, Mulhall,Drsydale, Allan and 
Cameron. 

The foundation stone of the new Church was laid by Mrs. 
Henry Bell with a silver trowel which was suitably inscribed 
and afterwards presented to her to commemorate the occasion. 

It is interesting to record that a casket containing a list 
of subscribers to the building fund, silver and copper coins, 
some paper dollars and a newspaper, was deposited under the 
foundation stone. 

The Rev. James Smith performed the dedication cere- 
mony and after his and the Rev. M. P..Ferguson’s addresses, 
the Architect, Mr. Henry Hunt, removed the masonic arms 
which had remained on the stone, thus terminating a most 
impressive occasion and the gathering adjourned to a sump- 
tuous lunch arranged by the Burnet family. 

The cost of the new Chascomtts Church had been esti- 
mated at $ 200.000,— c/l. with library and vestry attached 
and was designed to accommodate 200 people. 

It is interesting to record that the Communion Table, Pre- 
centor’s desk and railing were the artistic handiwork of Mr. 
Roderick Cameron. The only furniture from the old “Rancho” 
Kirk which was transferred to the new building were the two 
seats still to be found in the Porch of the Church. 

Subsequently, certain modifications in design to preserve 
architectural symmetry, the walling in of the cemetery, gar- 
dener’s house, etc., proved that the original estimate would 
be considerably exceeded but, as recorded in the ‘‘Scottish 
Settlers of the River Plate’, in which a full list of subscribers 
appears on pages 302/304, the liabilities of the Church pro- 
perty were paid off, 
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Following a loving farewell to the humble Rancho Kirk, 
a spot of many hallowed memories and fervent worship over 
a period of 14 years, the new ‘St. Andrew’s Scotch Presbyter- 
ian Church” at Chascomus was opened on 10th November 
1872 and, favoured by beautiful weather, the Church was 
filled to overflowing by 250 worshippers, many of whom came 
from Buenos Aires and Si. John’s, Quilmes. 

Space does not permit publication in this book of de- 
tails of the impressive opening service and the Revd. M. P. 
Ferguson's sermon, but reference te James Dodds’ valuable 
book above quoted will enlighten those interested. 


MEDICAL PRACTITIONER 


It may be of interest to record that a meeting of British 
residents in Chascomtis deemed it advisable in 1873 to obtain 
the services of a doctor from 
Scotland to practise amongst 
them and an Opportunity 
was taken of a visit home 
of Dr. McDonald of Buenos 
Aires to make enquiries. As 
a result, Dr. Robert Rod- 
man, who had taken his 
degree at Gla-gow Univer- 
sity, accepted the post, ar- 
riving in January 1874, and 
‘fter a short stay with the 
Burnet family at San Felipe, 
commenced what proved to 
be a period of many years 
of administration to the sick 
in the district. He married 
Miss Kate Burnet in 1880. 
It is well to record and re- 
member that the initial fin- 
ancial commitments in con- 
nection with these services 
were guaranteed by sponta- 
neous subscribers. What an 
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example has been shown by those who so generously contri- 
buted to provide facilities for Christian worship and also at- 
tention to the sick and needy; truly in the steps of the Good 
Physician. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


The Sunday School has always been a leading feature in 
the work of Presbyterian Churches and in spite of the scat- 
tered community at this time, on special occasions an attend- 
ance of as many as 100 children is recorded. The Sunday 
School and Church library could boast of over 800 volumes. 

Mr. George Gravell rendered valuable service as Librarian. 
It might interest many of the readers to add here that Mr. John 
Gravell (Father of the Librarian and .othérs who have been 
faithful and loyal members 
of the Scots Church), ar: 
rived in Buenos Aires in the 
year 1845, and his first oc- 
cupation was as a servant to 
Rosas, passing after a time 
to the ‘chacras’ of the ‘“Mon- 
te de los Chingolos’. He 
was known as one of the best 
ploughmen, along with Shed- 
don, Brown, Robson, Hardy, 
Bell and others. After several 
years of constant labour, he 
was placed in charge of all 
the ‘chacras’ of John Clark, 
of Quilmes. Subsequently, 
about the year 1855, he start- 
ed out from Quilmes with 
Richard Newton, for Chasco- 
mus, to his estancia Santa 
Maria, where the first British 
Fences poe pul ae mee land mark (mojon) put up by Scot- 
gentine, and Mr. Gravell had tish Settlers in 1855/56 gives an 
the honour of helping Mr. jdeq of height and size of land marks 
Newton in this work. He used in those days. 


This photographstaken in 1957. of a.” 
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was the first in Argentina to guide an English plough with 
horses, being also noted for his skill in taming horses, and one 
of the best judges of cattle. He was also the first (‘chacarero’) 
farmer in Chascomus to plant potatoes and other vegetables 
for which he got a ready sale to British seamen at the “Boca 
del Salado”. Progressing further he took up sheep farming 
and also contracts for carting materials for the building of the 
lines of the Great Southern Railway from Chascomus to Las 
Flores, Azul and Dolores. 


LIFE AND WORK 


Reference should be made to the monthly publication of 
“Life and Work”, issued by St. Andrew's Scots Church, Buenos 
Aires, with interesting home news and local supplements, which 
at this time was reaching the home of almost every Scottish fam- 
ily in the Argentine Republic. One wonders how many pre- 
sent day readers realize the significance of such a valuable link 
with the past and what is owed to those who have been tes- 
ponsible, not only for maintaining its publication, but en- 
suring that it goes from strength to strength, in keeping with 
other features and activities connected with the Church. 


At the 20th Annual General Meeting of the congregation 
held on 23rd January 1877, in fact, 80 years ago, it was an- 
nounced that all debt on the Church had been paid off and 
it Was at this meeting that the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, 
Mr. James Dodds, tendered his resignation owing to his de- 
cision to retire and live in the City of Buenos Aires. A testi- 
monial to Mr. James Dodds on this occasion bore the ins- 
cription: 

“Presented to James Dodds, Esq., of Adela, by the 
“congregation of St. Andrew’s Church, Chascomts, as a 
“mark of esteem and appreciation of the many services 
“rendered us for upwards of twenty years.” 

The presentation took the form of a silver tea and coffee 
set, and never was a gift more merited. To have served so 
long and with such Christian purpose and to have been able 
to retire with the Church in such a happy financial state must 
have been a source of great satisfaction to the recipient. 
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In 1880 the Minister, after over 17 years spent in unin- 
terrupted service amongst the Scots community in the Pro- 
vince of Buenos Aires, was granted leave of absence for a few 
months to visit his native land. This also was an occasion for 
the congregation to show their gratitude and affection and a 
presentation of a purse of sovereigns was made to the Rey. 
M. P. Ferguson by members of the Working Committee of 
the Church on 4th of April of that year. 

During Rey. Ferguson’s absence, the Rev. James Smith and 
Rev. Lachlan Mc Neil shared the duties of the Minister. 

In April 1889 a marble tablet was erected on the wall of 
the Church as a fitting memorial to the late Mrs. Henry Bell. 
She died on July 25th at the age of 88 years and was buried 
in the British Cemetery, Buenos Aires. She was much be. 
loved by her family and they and her many friends never 
failed to receive a warm welcome at her old home “The 
Chacra”, Lomas de Zamora, on their way to Buenos Aires be. 
fore the then Southern Railway, was opened. 

The late Mrs. Bell, it will be remembered, laid the foun- 
dation stone of St. Andrew’s Church, Chascomtis, in 1872. 

At the Extraordinary Meeting held on 5th of April 1889, 
it was resolved to petition the Provincial Government to sanc- 
tion Articles of Association, thus to give the Church legal status. 
or “Personeria Juridica”. This important act of organization 
was duly approved by the Authorities and yet another element 
to provide security for the future was achieved, thanks to the 
efforts, Christian endeavour and foresight of the forbears of 
many of our community to-day. 

In a previous paragraph it has been mentioned that special 
attention was paid to the administration of spiritual teaching 
amongst the younger members of the community and records 
prove that the Sunday School was well patronised and amongst 
the names of Superintendents and Teachers we have Mr. James 
Dodds, Mr. Richard Allison Hill, Mrs. Fullerton, Miss Janet 
E. Mac Cargo (now Mrs. Morrell), Mrs. Auld, Miss Jessie 
Davidson, (later Mrs, John Donaldson), Miss Jane Hatrick, Miss 
Talmage (now Mrs. Gomez), Misses Jeany and Annie Moore, 
Miss Juanita Bruce, Miss Katie Gravell (Mrs. John Mac Gaul 
Sproat), Miss Mary Ellen Cameron and many others. 

Dr. Osbourne was one of those who took a great interest 
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in the Sunday School work, and until 1902 granted the use 
of the school room attached to his home in Chascomus for the 
holding of Sunday School, etc. As from that date the Sunday 
School in the Town was moved to the large Hall of Mrs. Rob- 
son’s home, who kindly placed the premises at the disposal 
of the Church. 

Annual gatherings in the nature of picnics and also en- 
tertainments for the young attendants were a popular feature 
and history reveals that Mr. Thomas Drysdale donated prizes 
year after year to the Sunday School, being one of its most 
ardent supporters until the time of his death in 1890. To 
perpetuate his memory, his family continued to provide prizes 
for many years. 


In 1891 it was decided to modify the pews of the Church 
to make them more comfortable and the idea was broached 
of raising a fund to build an appropriate Mission Hall, which 
did not, however, materialize. 

The year 1895 was saddened by the death of Mr. James 
Buchanan who was a pillar of the Church and in the words 
of the Rev. M. P. Ferguson, one of his most loyal helpers in 
Church activities, and in 1898 a further loss was sustained by 
the passing of Mr. James Dodds, author of the ‘Scottish Settlers 
in the River Plate’, a book which has so amply justified his 
ambition to perpetuate the memories of the Scots community 
and the Kirk, both of which he served with such assiduity 
for so many years. He was an executive member of the Com- 
mittee for about 20 years. A very fitting tribute to his me- 
mory was made by the Rev. J. W. Fleming, D.D., O.B.E., on 
May 22nd of that year. 

In 1900 a visit to Argentina was made by the Rev. Dr. 
Mitford Mitchell, as Commissioner of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland who was greatly impressed by the 
development and interest taken in the spiritual welfare of the 
community since the Church was established in the Argentine 
Republic about 70 years ago and those sentiments he expressed 
at a large gathering held on 17th November in Robson’s Hall. 
He subsequently rendered a report to the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland in which he pointed out that there 
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were then in Chascomtis over 100 on the communion roll, a 
large congregation of worshippers, a Committee of Manage- 
ment and four Elders, and he paid tribute to the services of 
the Rev. M. P. Ferguson who had now been Minister for over 
40 years and in his advancing years, it was only natural that 
he was feeling the strain of the onerous duties of ministering 
amongst a widely spread community which often involved long 
journeys to hold “camp” services at the various ‘estancias’. 
Consequently he recommended that the Minister should be 
given an Assistant for this work. The alternative would be 
to provide a retiring allowance for Rev. Ferguson and enable 
him to enjoy a well-earned rest whilst his health lasted. It 
being understood that the Minister had expressed his wish to 
retire in the near future, a Committee was formed to approach 
the community on the matter of raising funds to provide a 
pension in recognition of his long and valuable services. At 
the same time consideration would be given to obtaining a 
successor. Mr. James G. Allan, as Chairman, Mr. Henry Bur- 
net, as Treasurer, and Mr. John Donaldson, as Secretary, were 
the Trustees, and the Kirk Session was composed of Messrs. 
Roderick Cameron, James Mc Gaul and John Mc Cargo. There 
was a ready response to the appeal and on the Minister’s re. 
tirement he was assured an annual grant of £150. 


RETIREMENT OF Rev. FERGUSON 


In August 1903 a very large gathering met in the Robson 
Hall to pay tribute to the Rev. Martin P. Ferguson on_ his 
retirement, and to welcome the Rev. Edmund Williamson, 
M.A., the new Minister. Having been the first to receive and 
welcome the first Minister, the Rev. Ferguson, on his arrival 
in 1862, Mrs. James Burnet was asked to make the presenta- 
tion wh'ch consisted of silver plate and a cheque from the 
congregation, the former suitably inscribed. Sad to +elate, the 
Rey. M. P. Ferguson died in September 1906 and a most im- 
pressive funeral service was held in St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, Chascomus, on the 5th of that month. His life was 
saddened by the death — after only five happy married years, 
of his beloved partner, on 21st September 1869, only seven years 
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after his arrival in Chascomus. Both are buried in the Chas- 
comtls cemetery. 

In November 1907 a special service was held on the 50th 
anniversary of the dedication of the old “Rancho” Kirk and 
it was fitting that in this year a headstone of white marble was 
erected in the Churchyard in memory of the late Revd. M. 
P. Ferguson, who served the community so loyally for 42 years. 
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A photograph is published, on the following page, of the 
Diamond Wedding of Mr. and Mrs. James Grant. 
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ROBSON HALL 5 
Records state that the Robson Hall, originally built for 2. 
her private use, was bequeathed under the Will of the late 25 
Mrs. Juana Rodger Robson in 1910, and in the following year 5° 
about 24 square metres of ground were obtained at the back 32 


of the Hall, from Mrs. Euphemia Robson Mc Gaw. A fur- 
ther donation was made by the Robson family some ten years 
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later, being the room at the back of the Hall, now used as a 
Vestry. 

Mrs. Robson and her husband had always taken a very 
keen interest in all things connected with the Chascomus 
Church. She was always ready to place the spacious hall of 
her private residence at the disposal of the Church for social 
functions and other activities, so much so that in July 1902, 
when Dr. Osbourne found it impossible to allow the Sunday 
School to meet in the school-room adjoining his home, Mrs. 
Robson readily agreed to allow the Sunday School the use 
of her hall. 

From the records we find that in July 1898 on the oc- 
casion of Rev. M. P. Ferguson’s birthday, Mr. J]. Monteith 
Drysdale travelled down to Chascomts to lecture on “The Pil- 
gr-m’s Progress”, which was illustrated by splendid views and 
vivid pictures from a magic lantern. There were about 200 
people present, and for this function the new and commodious 
saloon of Mrs. Robson’s home was used for the purpose. 

Since then and even to the present date, we find that the 
Robson Hall has been the centre of nearly all the activities 
connected with the Scots Church of Chascomus, being cen- 
trally situated and much more accessible than the Church, 


Extracts from a few remarks made by Mr. J. Monteith 
Drysdale on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of the Church 
are transcribed hereunder:— 

“We who live in the days of the railways and the 
“automobile find food for admiration in the quieter feats 
“of those who sixty and seventy years ago faced the dan- 
“gers and the difficulties of the Pampas, the bare expanse 
“of desert or the trackless thicket of thistles, and the raid 
“of the Indian or the scarcely less savage gaucho. 

“It was to conditions such as these that the Rev. 
“Martin P. Ferguson came just sixty years ago, fresh from 
“the honours of the University and the routine of a quiet 
“Scottish parish. He cannot but have admired the pluck 
“and perseverance of the Scottish settlers who wrestled a 
“livelihood and in many cases a comfortable fortune from 
“conditions which the native of the country would in 
“most cases have found intolerable (see photograph on 
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“page 46). For however one’s feelings of romance may 
“be stirred in the retrospect of sixty years, there was not 
“much romance to be extracted from the life at the time. 
“All the more honour to those pioneers who might well 
“have been excused if in the struggle against nature, agains: 
“foul disease, pestilence, afflicting both man and_ beast, 
“the instinct for something higher, for something that 
“could not be reckoned in “fanegas” and “‘arrobas”’, or 
“valued in dollars and cents, had been overlaid, and had 
“died out altogether. 

“The Church of Chascomtis is the heritage, let us 
“trust the inalienable heritage, not only of those who saw 
“it first in vision, and then in reality, not merely of those 
“who were christened and educated there, nor of those 
“who have shared in the ministrations, but of every man 
“and woman of Scottish blood, or Presbyterian training, 
“in the River Plate. 

“The town that stands by the lake is as fair and as 
“attractive as it was in the days when the Rev. Edmund 
“Williamson wrote his little brochure, which is not so 
“well known as it deserves to be, ‘Situated not far from 
“the Metropolis”, he says “almost beautifully situated as 
“regards its natural scenery, a favoured spot — the city of 
“the lake, a place of wonderful sunsets, not to mention 
“other quiet rustic charms’. a 

“Chascomus, when it was the terminus of the railway 
“was a busy place. Now the traffic for the most part passes 
“it by, and even takes other routes for the South. Yet 
“to every Scotsman who still cherishes the vision of his 
“youth, our little Church, now sixty years old, has its plain- 
“tive voice — “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?”. 


In recognition of the services rendered in the district by 
the late Mr. and Mrs. James Burnet of San Felipe, a memorial 
tablet suitably inscribed was unveiled and dedicated on 7th 
May 1911 in the presence of a large number of the congrega- 
tion amongst whom were several of the Burnet family. The 
unveiling was entrusted to a grand-daughter, Gladys Cribbes. 

The Rev. Edmund Williamson’s term of office, which ex- 
tended over 10 years, coincided with a period of prosperity for 
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the Church, and he continued to care for a community spread 
est a oie . over a great part of the Province of Buenos Aires. 
During this period the preaching Centres attached to the 
| Chascomtis Church were as follows:— 


| i smepartilar 0.2. near Chascomus. 

{ VAEEOS MALITOS! © oes Je Gandara, William Bell Family. 
“SADA OTSE Gia.) Vivorata, Harrison Family, 
“La Britannia” .... Alegre, Walker Family. 

| mG IGDDLECK | anc 7 tee, Parravicini, Walker Family. 

; “iNieorete, —<. Psnu.c Villanueva. 
EOS PO IMDUES cores General Paz. 
WRIePETOSTESO EA Lezama, Sproat Family. 
MEGA) aes Azul, Goad Family. 
“Santa Rosa” ...... Azul, Lawrie Family. 
“Santa Maria” ..... Shaw, James Family. 
“Los Cueros” ....:.  Paraguil, Graham Family. 
vaeae Diang: 5 s Alegre, Shaw Family. 
Wee) WSCOCI a's ssi Paraguil, Torry Family. 
“BU Vilet jes. fecntes aoe Altamirano, Taylor Family. 
eal romasa 97 re tee Cachari, Garrett Family. 

: POS O}OSm eoci.cten nee Olavarria, Burnet Family. 

bat ‘Nueva Fortuna’ .. Chascomus, Mc Gaw Family. 

“La Proveedora” ... Chascomuis, Donaldson Family. 
Meas Via aAs i c.th se Chascomus, Shaw Family. 
“Blinkbonnie” ..... Jeppener, T. Brown Family. ~ 
“La Esperanza’ ...: Castelli, 
TILEY AD Xevci hh o> Geena Cachari. 
AE AGH ae Deter a9 Sauce Grande. 
Dar Mey os Situs scs: Ayacucho. 


Mr. Foulkes’ house — Ayacucho. 
Mr. Baker’s Estancia — Azul. 
Mr. Bolton’s Estancia — Gandara. 
Grand Hotel — Mar del Plata. 
Hotel Col6dn — Azul. 


In December 1913 on the retirement of Rev. Williamson, 
rs ae Bar eatins the Rey. Alfred de Barritt, a Minister of the Presbyterian 
Mr. and Mrs. James Burnet of San t Church of the United States, and who had been in Buenos 
Aires previously as an Officer of the Salvation Army, arrived 
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Photograph taken in 1905 — a group of people standing in the Porch of the Church 
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to take up his duties in Chascomus. He had consented to 
occupy the post of Minister of the Chascomus district for six 
months, and on being welcomed to his new charge by Rev. Dr. 
James Fleming and Mr. Roderick Cameron, the latter senior 
Elder of the Church, suitably replied adding that it was a 
great change from the St. Andrew’s in Kingston, Jamaica, to 
the St. Andrew’s in Chascomus, but nevertheless, “there was 
much in common, the same hymn book, the same tunes, the 
one Blessed Book, the Divine presence and the ‘Common Lord’. ” 

Rey. de Barritt was an extremely active man, and one 
who took a real interest not only in the English work but 
also dedicated much of his time encouraging the Spanish-speak- 
ing people to attend services; he also ran a Spanish Sunday 
School. The Church continued to prosper under his guidance, 
and during his term of office there were about 100 members 
on the roll of the English-speaking congregat on. 

The Rev. de Barritt was a great believer in sports 
and whilst he was in Chascomts, he made it his duty to see 
that the youth no; only received religious instruction, but 
also indulged in out-door sports, etc. There are some mem- 
bers of the Church who still remember the wonderful times 
they had when the Rev. de Barritt took them to picnics and 
taught them how to play cricket; amongst the latter there 
were many of the Spanish congregation as well. He once wrote 
that he “was a great believer in sport for young people, and 
he thought old peop!e often leave off games too soon. When 
you feel mentally weary, and run down, a couple of hours 
on the cricket field is a fine tonic, and it costs less than 
most things’. 

Mr. de Barritt terminated his duties with the Chascomus 
Church in June 1916 when he sailed for England, and just 
before leaving emphasized the pleasure that he had had in 
ministering to the people, although he recognised that a great 
change was taking place. There was no longer a large group 
of English-speaking people in Chascomus; many of the old 
and faithful supporters had been called to their Eternal Home, 
the young people had spread out all over the Province, and 
the work of the Minister was extending more and more into 
the camp. The people in the camp feel that they are a part 
of the Church, and if they are kept in touch with the needs 
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and opportunities of the Church, there will be no need to 
lament the radical change that has taken place. 

de Barritt, during his travels, always took an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with Station-masters and other Railway 
Officials (many of whom were British, i.e., Alexander, Eldridy 
Jopling, Moore, Yorston) and at times held meetings in their 


homes. He also welcomed visiting Pastors and Laymen to his 4 


Church, and we see that the Rev. José Felices frequently took 
services in Chascomus; other laymen who preached on occasions 
were Messrs. Samuel Pearson, George Cornish and others. 

On Mr. de Barritt’s departure, and for several subsequent 
years, Chascomuis was without a Minister. Meanwhile Rev. J. 
W. Fleming, D.D., O.B.E., undertook the duties of Pastoral 
Supervisor and in accordance with the request of the Kirk Ses- 
sion and Committee of Management-of the Chascomus Church, 
regular services were held by him, assisted by the Rev. José 
Felices, Rev. J. H. Williams, Rev. Donald Macdonald, and 
other laymen amongst whom were Messrs. H. W. Curtis, Alex 
Watt Grant and Thomas Buchan Stewart. 

Records reveal that over 40 years ago, there was a rapidly 
diminishing English-speaking community in and around the 
Chascomus district. Many old friends and staunch supporters 
of the Church had passed on and others had changed their re- 
sidence to Buenos Aires or Suburbs for family or business rea- 
sons. Thanks to the untiring efforts of those who remained 
and in particular members of the Committee, amongst whom 
were Messrs. John C. Cameron, Robert and John Grant, Ninian 
Johnstone, R. W. Buchanan, to mention only a few of many 
loyal supporters, it was possible, with the help of Ministers 
from Buenos Aires, to carry on the good work so to speak, al- 
though faced with considerable financial problems. 

June 1917 was marked by the celebration of the Golden 
Wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Roderick Cameron, he being the 
senior Presbyterian Elder in the Argentine Republic at the 
time. 

The difficulties referred to above prompted the Kirk 
Session to discuss ways and means to canvass for increased 
financial support for the maintenance of the Church and a 
very successful bazaar which yielded a net profit of $ 2.320,— 
m/n. — far beyond expectations — enabled much needed 
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or 
or 


improvements and renovations to be carried out and also the 
paving of the street facing the Manse and Robson Hall. 

Meanwhile emergency measures were considered by a Special 
Committee who organised a widely circulated appeal for financia. 
support which was made extens.ve also to families who were no 
ionger residents of the district, but e ther directly or through 
forbears and relatives, had been associated with Chascomts in 
the past. ‘The response proved that the sentiments of a large 
number were inspired with the wish to assist in the endeavour 
as a mark of respect to those who had shown unselfish faith 
in the promotion and maintenance of Christian teaching in 
years gone by and in more prosperous days. 

As a result it was found poss-ble to finance and obtain the 
services of a new Minister — the Rev. W. M. Gillespie — 
who arrived in December 1920 on s.s. “Highland Rover’. Funds 
justified his engagement for two years and a reception was he'd 
in the Robson Hall on 22nd of that month. It is fitting to 
record the good work of Mr. Thomas Burnet, then living in 


Avenida Meeks, Temperley, who was Hon. Treasurer during 


the launching of the appeal and his death early in the year 
deprived the Church of one of its most loyal helpers. Mr 
surnet was assisted by a large and very active collection or- 
ganization amongst whom figure names of families well known 
to our readers to-day. At this time Mr. Ninian Johnstone was 
Chairman of the Committee of Management. 


“ 


Picnic held at “La Fe’, in 1939 


< 
awn 
os L 
cS HS 
So 
Si 
— = 
= 2 
Say ogee 
nS Se 
Ss .8 8 
= Sas 
Sees 
L ae 
abe amare 
5 a Sam 
= Ol SOUS Ne 
@) a2 S's 
Y =sfée 
Z one 
< Se ee Sa 
‘=e sum 5 
a a5 le 
a Seaev 
x oe ap rd : 
B ea 
) : = ws fe 
ma ss == 
~ ean nes) 
_ OS SS) ay 
es SS Ieee 
a senk 
U CBRE 
yn E Ss 
fH = pees 
=~ = = 
2 - Bie 345: & 
Z = <& 
a8 
S a 
= 
Prd = 
a 
: ~ we 
5 s = 
mS 
email 
a 
=~ AvUST prvapyl “SAL pue “APY pur uxppy veqney ‘say ‘Bun0g Yue’ ‘ORAL, OVI BSINTT VIEBYL SSTPT “eTGQON ATIT SStpr 


‘UvILY eueyor “sayy ‘uR[py 
‘) URAT ‘SUpy ‘Saoqysnep 
OM4 ney ovWw [led 
‘Say ‘Sioqyysn OM} pur 
juviyy Jloqoy “SIY “UeLV 
‘SI. ‘IG ivspq ‘ueyT 
-[WY uvuoy * MaIpUy 
By “SIT 
TW 
-IN ‘alps 
‘puny - 
SET CSL 

‘SI UCTLTV “Xk 
“SIN “T° 190 P 
“Cig) werupileay pl 


‘udlaRy) atsseyy ‘UR[Ly 
8 6 He eae LoaT [19a 
anbriugy TIWIR,) YOLLAp 


[Of PtIpag 
qiIV ‘“ROAON 
ON [OTLICE TOA 


-oy ‘a9mo4yst 


“Ted 


-ON [0 i ‘WOLeuu 38; 
mypor ‘puny 18 Ru 
-pley “SASSOTT 
—:jueseid a JO amg 


“636L “Wer I9q 
-0399 ‘Aupung wo yoanyo 
dury oy3 ut pray aata 
-1aG at} ye uayey dnoawy 


SCOTS CHURCH, CHASCOMUS 


nen on preening nee menapte tan = - oe oe a 


Group taken in January 1945 on the occasion Of visit made by 
Members of the Scots Church in Buenos Aires and Suburbs to. the 


restored Camp Church — the service was conducted by the 
Rev. CHARLES ARMOUR. 
Present:— Mr. W. J. Mc Vitie, Edward Johnstone, John and 


Joseph Cameron, Archibald Dodds, H.M. King, James Yorston, Ed- 
gar Yorston, John Mc Kechnie, Mrs. Mary C. de Blanco, Gordon 
Campbell, James Chandler, Dudley Cowes, Mrs. Dudley Cowes, 
Mrs. William Labarthe, Mrs. T. F. Ayliffe, Mrs. C. G. Griggs, Mrs. 
1. Hindmarch, Mrs. Tanner, Mrs. C. Mc Leod, Mrs. Frank Ma- 
thews, Mrs. T. Mc Geachie, Mrs. William Dodds, Clarence George 
Griggs, Norman Allan, Mrs. Alex. Mac Gaw, Mrs. Horace Little, 
Mrs. Stanley Clarke, Mrs. James Yorston and Mr. Grundy. 
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During Mr. Gillespie's term of office, there was publish- 
ed a local Church paper called “The Pathfinder”, which was by 
no means an attempt at good literature, but merely a humble 
effort to make it a medium through which the people con- 
nected with St. Andrew's, Chascomus, could keep in touch with 
one another. In issuing the first number the Rev. W. M. 
Gillespie made it quite clear that the readers of this paper 
should not imagine for one moment thai because they were 
self-support ng and independent in many activities, their rela- 
tionship with St. Andrew’s, Buenos Aires, would be less warm. 
He considered that mutual interests were too intimately inter- 
woven for anything like that to happen. 

Mr. Gillespie arranged things in such a way that. the Sun- 
day School met in the Robson Hall on the first and third 
Sunday of every month. On the other Sundays it met in the 
home of Mrs. John Donaldson, just a few blocks away from 
the Hall. 

During part of the time that Mr. Gillespie was in Argen- 
tina the Scots Presbyterian Church in Bahia Blanca, was also 
under his jurisdiction. 

The Ministry of the Rev. W. M. Gillespie, who mean- 
while had been persuaded to renew his contract, lasted until 
January 1927, and thereafter arrangements were made with 
the Scots Church in Buenos Aires to provide a Minister to take 
the service once a month in Chascomus. =: 

To cover adequately the activities of the Chascomus Church 
and community connected therewith over a period of 100 years 
would entail a very lengthy treatise, which was not the intention 
of those responsible for this publication, moreover records are 
somewhat scanty subsequent to the period dealt with in the 
foregoing. As remarked in previous pages, a diminishing 
community could not be expected to fulfil adequately the 
mission of the original Founders and supporters whose ambi- 
tion met with a ready response from the then large number 
of Scots residents in Chascomtts and outlying districts. Times 
had changed but the seed of their Christian work and ende- 
avour had been sown and the fruit thereof found expression 
in other parts of the country where their descendants happen- 
ed to be. 

There seem to be few outstanding events for many sub- 
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Church 


Chascomis 
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sequent years, but there is mention of an Endowment Fund 
for the upkeep of the Cemetery to which reference is made 
in the records of 1933 and of a donation of $ 1.000,— in 1939 
by Mrs. Euphemia Bell de Mac Gaul in memory of her late 
husband, Mr, Alejandro Mac Gaul. This was invested for 
the upkeep of the Church. Land belonging to the Church in 
Calle Lincoln was sold in 1932 and another property in Calle 
Belgrano was sold in 1944. The following year it was decided 
to sell the Manse which yielded $ 10.000.— m/n, and in 1945 
some more land, on the corner of Calles Cuba and Lincoln, 
was disposed of. 

In 1944 a complete new roof and other renovations, as 
also painting and white-washing, were carried out to the Church. 
Mr. W. J. Hughes, a close friend of Mr. Norman D. Allan, 
who was then Chairman of the Committee of Management, 
acted as Consultant Engineer and Adviser, and other executive 
members of the Committee who supervised the work apart 
from Mr. Allan, were Mr. Albert J. Bell, Secretary, and Mr. 
John C. Cameron, Treasurer. 

The Church was re-opened for public worship after reno- 
vations which took nine months to complete and for which 
nearly $ 10.000,— m/n, had been subscribed, in response to 
a special appeal amongst supporters of the Church and _ those 
in sympathy with its welfare throughout the country. 

The Rev. Douglas W. Bruce, D.D, C.B.E., Minister of St. 
Andrew's, Buenos Aires, officiated at the re-opening service 
held on 8th October 1944 which was attended by nearly 100 
people including many visitors from Buenos Aires, Lomas and 
Temperley, Quilmes and other districts. The arrangements 
were made by the Cameron family and the officiating Elders 
were Messrs. Norntan D. Allan and Albert J. Bell. The infant 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Bell and infant daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Young were baptised after the service, and 
Mr. Reginald Hortis was the organist for the occasion. 

In his address, Dr. Bruce recalled outstanding events in 
the history of the Chascomuts Church, mentioning the occasion 
when the first Minister, — Rev. M. P. Ferguson — was introduc- 
ed to the congregation of Chascomus at the old “Rancho Kirk”, 
Sl years ago. He added that it should be a source of pride 
for the Scottish Community and in particular for the families 
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still resident in the district, that this landmark of Scottish faith 
was not allowed to fall into disrepair and he thought that this 
was the only Protestant Church in the whole Republic with 
its own Churchyard and it should be the prayer of all those 
present that this sacred spot, will long remain a monument of 
our Faith in a land far away from the home of our forbears. 

In January 1945 over 80 members and friends of the Scots 
Church in Buenos Aires and suburbs visited the restored Camp 
Church to join the congregation there in their worship. Well 
over 100 people attended the service which was taken by the 
Rev. Charles Armour, Resident Minister of Temperley Scots 
Church, who preached from the same text as that chosen by 
the Rev. Martin P. Ferguson when he preached his first sermon 
in the “Rancho Kirk” over 80 years ago: “LET US COME 
BOLDLY BEFORE THE THRONE OF GRACE”. 

After the service a picnic lunch was held under the shade 
of the Ombti trees in the Church grounds and a visit was made 
to the Town, the “Museo Pampeano”, and the Robson Hall, 
where tea was taken before leaving on the return journey. 

During the last twelve years the activities of the Church 
have been limited to the holding of Divine Services in English 
once a month in the Robson Hall, with the exception of the 
months of April and October, when the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion is dispensed in the Camp Church. It has recent- 
ly been decided that should weather conditions make it im- 
possible to arrive at the Camp Church for the latter services, 
these also will be held in the Robson Hall. 

On 28th April 1957 the Communion Service had to be 
cancelled due to heavy rains. Rev. John Kent, Minister of 
St. Andrew's Church, Buenos Aires, and his wife, who had 
been driven to the Camp Church by Mr. G. Denis Auld along 
with Mr. Robert Adamson, were informed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamish Robb and daughter, of Estancia “El Sermén”, Parra- 
vicini, that the Buenos Aires and Temperley contingent, who 
had travelled out by charabanc were waiting at the Robson 
Hall for the Minister. He arrived there to find a congregation 
of over 40 assembled, and after selecting appropriate hymns 
and prevailing on Mrs. Horace Little to act as organist, which 
she kindly did, conducted an ordinary service. Mr. Kent then 
announced that owing to the cancellation of the Communion 
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Service, one would be held on Sunday, 2nd June 1957. On 
this occasion the weather conditions were again unfavourable, 
so the service was held in the Robson Hall and conducted by 
the Rev. Donald Yorston. 


On Sunday, October 13th, 1957, Holy Communion was 
celebrated at the Camp Church, Chascomus, the service being 
conducted by Rev. Colin R. Martin, B.D. The Rev. and Mrs. 
Martin arrived in Argentina at the end of June of this year, 
he to take up duties as Minister in the Southern Suburbs and 
this was their first visit to Chascomus. 


There was a large turn out of members and it was 


gratifying to observe the attention given to the inspiring sermon 


delivered by Rev. Martin. About 50 of those present participat- 
ed in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 


The English-speaking services in Chascomts are now under 
the direct supervision ‘of the Minister of St. Andrew’s Scots 
Presbyterian Church, Buenos Aires, formerly Rev. Dr. Douglas 
W. Bruce, C.B.E., and now the: Rev. John Kent. M.A. The 
Ministers who have helped to conduct the services have been 
Rey. Charles Armour (who once, whilst enjoying his annual 
vacations, rode from Temperley to Chascomius on horseback 
to conduct the service), Rev. John W. Cumming, Rev. Henry 
G. Winning, Rev. Peter Mac Arthur Stewart, (these four now 

3 in Scotland), Dr. Thomas Goslin (now in 
the United States), Rev. Donald Yorsfton 
and Lt. Commissioner Robert L. Steven 
(Salvation Army). 


Of these Ministers perhaps the most 
frequent visitor to the Pulpit in Chascomus 
during the last few years has been Lt. Com- 
missioner Steven, a retired Officer of the 
Salvation Army, who still recollects that as 
far ago as 1897, he paid several visits to 
many of the ‘estancias’ in the districts of 
Adela, Chascomtis, Lezama, etc., on a horse 


Et. suoner ; ; ‘ 
ee E Steven kindly placed at his disposal by the late Mr. 


Henry Dodds. In speaking of his reminiscen- 
ces Mr. Steven often recalls the time when his horse tripped in 
a hole and he went over its head to get a closer view of the 
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Some of those present at the Family Gathering held at 

the Gamp Church, Chascomis, on Saturday, December 

17th, 1955, when the Salvation Army Band provided 
the music. 


Communion Service held on Sunday, June 2nd, 1957. 
PreacHer: Rev. Donald Yorston. 
From left to right:— Oswald Allan, George Cameron, Mrs. M. A. 
de Novoa, Manuel Novoa, James Allan, Rev. Donald Yorston, Miss 
Ercilia Novoa, Mrs. Annie Gomez, Mrs. Oswald Allan, Miss Haydee 
Allan, John C. Cameron, Mrs. Ivan G. Allan, Misses Eveline, Ethel 
and Emma Bell, Mrs. Albert J. Bell, Mrs. Macchi, Miss Mary Ellen 

Cameron, Miss Edith Bell, Miss Maggie Cameron and 

and Miss Juanita Young. 


a aa 
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cause, Notwithstanding his age, Mr. Steven is most active and 
he continues to deliver inspiring Gospel messages; a character- 
istic no doubt attributable to his Scottish birth, amiable dis- 
position, and the instruction he received during his youth in 
Scotland where he attended a Presbyterian Sunday School. 
Quoting a phrase often used by Mr. Steven himself ‘the Lord 
has bountifully blessed me — I am retired, but not tired, and 
always keep on running — away from old age!”. 

As regards the present Sunday School, this takes place in 
Spanish under the supervision of Mrs. Albert J. Bell, whilst 
the Minister-in-Charge is giving his sermon in English to the 
adults. 

The work in Spanish is under the guidance of Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert J. Bell, who hold meetings regularly every Sunday 
in the Robson Hall. Since 1953 they have been assisted by 
Mr. Cedric Herdman, who underwent certain theological train- 
ing in the Bible School of the New Testament Missionary 
Union of Temperley. 

In 1954 the Committee found it necessary to launch an 
appeal to all grave-holders and others interested in the welfare 
of the Chascomus Cemetery in order to obtain sufficient funds 
to meet the increasing costs of maintenance of this sacred site. 
The members, adherents, and friends of the Scots community 
responded generously and about $ 50.000,— m/n, was raised, 
which sum has been suitably invested, and together with the 
Fund already in possession of the Committee, and totalling 
$ 5.000, m/n, help towards paying the wages of the Sexton 
and other sundry expenses. 

As regards the Social activities, the only reunion of much 
interest was held on Saturday, December 17th 1955, when the 
members of the Scots Church met in the grounds of the Camp 
Church for a family gathering, organized by Messrs. Bell of 
Chascomus, and ‘Thomas W. Sproat and Ernest Johnstone of 
Lomas. The meeting started with the Salvation Army 
Band playing a few Scottish airs, etc., in the porch of the 
Church, and then a special religious and musical service was 
held in the Church and conducted by Officers of the Salvation 
Army. After the service the gathering which totalled 100 
persons, partook of a sumptuous lunch provided by members 
and friends of the congregation. During the afternoon more 
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music was provided by the Band, and after a delicious tea had 
been served, the contingent from Buenos Aires (about 40 per- 
sons, including 16 members of the Band) returned home via 
Chascomus where they visited the lake, museum, and other 
historical sites. Sports for the young. were held during the 
‘siesta’ hours, the prizes being handed to the successful winners 
by the oldest member present, Mrs. Jeanie Noble. 

Before finishing this publication some reference should be 
made to the men who have served on the Committee of the 
Church during the past 100 years, also the Elders who have 
looked after the spiritual affairs. We will limit ourselves to 
state the names of the Elders and the Executives of the Com- 
mittee of Management:— 


ELDER S (The date given being that of Ordination)) 


1857 Mr. Alexander Bell. 

Mr. James Dodds. 

1863 Mr. Ninian Johnstone. 

Mr. George Sheill. 

1864 Mr. James S. Ritchie. 

1872 Mr. John Brown. 

1886 Mr. James Buchanan. 

Mr. James Sproat. 

1888 Mr. James Mc Gaul. 

Mr. James G. Allan. 

1895 Mr. John Mc Cargo. 

Mr. Roderick Cameron. 

1904 Mr. Henry William Ritchie. 

Mr. J. Campbell Wallace. 
1909 Mr. Robert W. Buchanan. 
1915 Mr. Ninian Johnstone (Jr.) . 
1921 Mr. Roderick Cameron (Jr.). 
1931 Mr. Norman D. Allan. 

The Elders still residing in Chascomuts are:— 
1921 Mr. Reuben J. Allan. 
1931 Mr. Albert J. Bell. 


COMMIT TEE-MEN:— 


Allan diane. ic. eel oR 
Allan, james Gy... ure. 


Treasurer ... 1954/1957 
Chairman ... 1894/1901) 
Vice-Chairman 1902/1903) 10 yrs. 
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Milan Norman! D. .....; 


Willans yOswald) si i.ic608 
AiampaRtehard olib\s.8 ooo: 
BADUCE NTE) Ge 
Perea ti Ye... ie 


elipmalvormas) $c: o.ts.4% 
BelleeewWallitam-\. i salaceae 
Blakey Walliam ......... 
Bruce, homas: 3.04.5 .01: 
Buchanan, James ....... 


Barnet, Henry .......... 
Barnet, James... 2.2.20. 
Burnet, Thomas ..... ae 
Cameron, John C. ...... 
Cameron, Robert J. ..... 
Cameron, Roderick ..... 


Dodds, “James... 00.4.4. 


Dodds; John. eo. o.5. 5. 
ID Oadsr VV alleen 6 oe. chs Re 


Donaldson, John ........ 


Donaldson, Ninian ...... 


Ravart. Robert 21. eee 
(Grant, JOR... cht eee 
Grant, John... tissue 


Vice-Chairman 
Chairman 
ereasuners 
Vice-Chairman 
Sect. & Treas. 
Secretary 
Chairman ... 
Vice-Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Chairman 
Chairman 
Treasurer . 
Treasurer 
Vice-Chairman 
‘Treasurer 
Chairman .. 
Treasurer ... 
Sereasurers ass 
Secretary .... 
Chairman 


Sec..& Treas. 
Secretary .... 
Secretar yaaa 
Chairmane ae 
Chairnmansees 
Vice-Chairman 
Chairman 

Secretary .... 
Secretary #1... 
Vice-Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Secretary .... 
Chairman 

Chairman 

Vice-Chairman 
Treasurer ... 


1927/1931) 


1 193271952) 26 


1953 
1917/1921 5 
1879/1883 5 
1927/1952) 


1953/1957) 31 5 


1858 


67 


1896/1901 6 yrs 


1863 
1859 


.. 1884/1887) 


1890/1894 9 
1885 / 1886) 


. 1895/1902) 10 


1861 
1903 & 1918 
1919/1952 34 


1919/1926 8 y 
. 1901/1902 


& 1917 

1858 /1875) 
1876/1878) 
1886/1887) 


1879 ) 24. 


1864/1868) 
ress) 6 
87171877 7 
1885) 
1891/1903) 
1887&1909) 16 
1914/1915) 
1922/1926) 
1932/1947) 
ay), 94 
1916 
1862 
1904/1906) 


yrs. 


yrs. 
yrs. 
yrs. 


yrs. 


yrs. 


1909/1917) 12 yrs. 
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Grant RGbertesten me pe br Secretary..... 1914/1915 

Hatrick): Johny it) si 2s Vice-Chairman 1916 

Herdman, Archibald Vice-Chairman 1948/1957 10 yrs. 

Herdman,<@edric! (asi: Secretary... (953/1957 > Sayrs. 

Johnstone, Ninian ...... Chairman ... 1858 

Johnstone, Ninian (Jr.) . Vice-Chairman 1911/1913) 
Secretary ...: LOGI) 
Chairman ... 1914 ) 
Chairman ... 1918/1931 19 yrs. 

‘Jomes; Samuel Fie eke Secretary (1)... 1884 

Kellvey Wiolimaieen. amie niiet Chairman ... 1890/1893 

Lawrié,. ([aiges > .):f2.. o,f Treasurer ... 1904/1906 

Me: Garsop john view. x Chairman ... 1904/1913 10 yrs. 

Ritchie; Menry We .54 43 Bemetry,..... 1904/1913 ‘10 yrs. 

Banchic, ames: 6045. 85 Treasurer ... 1876/1878) 
Chairman ... 1880/1887) 
Secreta cl 1890) 
Vice-Chairman LOOM Nol3 syrs. 

paeil, George... 5.2... oo. Chairman ... 1860) 
Chairman ... 1869/1870) 
Chairman ... 1878 ) 


Vice-Chairman 1884 3) - Soyts. 


Sproat, John Mc Gaul... Secretary .... 1918 


We also append a list of the members who are figur- 


ing on the Church Roll at the present moment:— 


ALLAN, Osvaldo A. BARCLAY, Anita 


ALLAN, Reuben J. BELL, Alberto J. 
ALLAN, Ivan G. BELL, Leonora A. de 
ALLAN, Edna A. de BELL, Margarita O. 
ALLAN, Estanislao BELL, Edith J. 
ALLAN, Joanna A. de BELL, Evelina J. 
ALLAN, Ricardo D. BELL, Emma E, 
ALLAN, Juana N. de BELL, Etelvina M. G. 
ALLAN, Margarita N. de BELL, Aida E. de 
ALLAN, Ivan Diego BELL, Margarita B. de 
ALLAN, Lila Beatriz BELL, Nelly Ada 
ALLAN, Edna Aida BRUCE, Sofia 


ALTUNA, Camelia A. de CAMERON, Juan C. 
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CAMERON, Juan Roberto 
CAMERON, Anita 
CAMERON, Margarita 
CANDY, Margarita B. de 
DODDS, Marta E. 
ECHANDI, Margarita N. de 
FELLER, Clorinda E. de 
GRANT, Ethel 
HERDMAN, Archibaldo 
HERDMAN, Cedric 
HERDMAN, C. David 
HERDMAN, Remigia D. de 
HERDMAN, Aida N. M. de 
HARRISON, Isabel 

KING, Elena W. de 
LABARTHE, Emelina B. de 
MAC GAUL, Roberto 

MAC GAUL, Ivy A. de 
MAC GAUL, Jacinta I. 
MAC GAUL, Maria J. 
MAC GAUL, Juana C. de 
MARTINEZ, G. Fermin 


The 1957/58 Committee is 


Hon. Secretary:— RINE Sethe 
TEASING Ti — adc ake, 6 onluencch thet 
NECTHOSTS = A ote aa es 


PUNALLOTS: — 2-15 eee 


Substitute Auditors:— ...... 


MACCHI, Isabel O. de 
NOBLE, Juana Young de 
NOVOA, Emelina A. de 
NOVOA, Domingo Diego 
NOVOA, Manuel I. 
NOVOA, Ercilia 

NOVOA, Juana M. A. de 
ORPHANT, Tomas 
ORPHANT, Jorgelina B. de 
PAEZ, Maria L. de 
PASSERINI, Francisca G. de 
REYNOSO, Mabel H. de 
SPROAT, Roberto 
SPROAT, Tomas G. 
SPROAT, Viviana Bell de 
TORRY, Tomas Victor 
WALKER, Juan B. 
WALKER, Fanny Bryan 
YOUNG, Jorge A. 
YOUNG, Juana 

YOUNG, Carmen Novoa de 
YOUNG, Lila Noble de 


as follows:— 


Mr. Alberto J. Bell “ 
Mr. Archibald Herdman 
Mr. Cedric Herdman 

Mr. Ivan G. Allan 

Mrs. Maggie N. de Allan 
Mrs. Emeline A. de Novoa 
Mrs. Leonora A. de Bell 
Mrs. Aida E. de Bell 
Mrs. Isabel O. de Macchi 
Mrs. Jane A. de Novoa 
Mr. Thomas Orphant 
Miss Mary Ellen Cameron 
Mr. Oswald Allan 

Mr. John Robert Cameron 
Mr. Claudio Herdman 
Mr. Thomas W. Sproat 
Mr. John C, Cameron 
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The Committee of Management 1957-58. 
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Ist vow sealed:—  Archibaldo Herdman, Vice President 
Cedric Herdman, Secretary 
Alberio J. Bell, President 
Ivan G. Allan, Treasure) 
2nd row standing:— Leonora A. de Bell, Member 
Aida E. de Bell, Member 
Emelina A. de Novoa, Member 
Margarita N. de Allan, Member 
3rd row standing:— Osvaldo Allan, Auditor 
Diego Allan, Member 
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In the interior of the Church there are to be found the 
following Memorial ‘Tablets:— 


In Memory of Rev. JAMES SMITH, M.A., D.D. 
Rev. MARTIN PATERSON FERGUSON, M.A. 
JOHN and BETSY DODDS, and their sons 
James and William. 
NINIAN JOHNSTONE. 
HELEN BELL. 
JAMES and ELIZABETH BURNET. 
JOHN Mc CARGO. 
ALEXANDER BELL and his wife JANE 
SPEED, their four sons and THOMAS BELL. 


This history would not be complete without emphasizing 
the most valuable services rendered by Mr. Albert J. Bell in 
Christian endeavour amongst the community over a period of 
31 years, proving that he is inspired with the same sentiments 
as the founders of the “Rancho” Kirk. 

The same remarks can be applied to Mr. John C. Cameron, 
who for 34 years was Hon. Treasurer of the Church and 
Cemetery, and only had to relinquish the post in 1952 due to 
ill-health. | Notwithstanding, he still figures as a Substitute 
member of the Committee of Management, and his advice is 
often sought on matters relating to the welfare of the Church. 


PSALMODY AND CHOIR CONDUCTORS:— 


No history of a Scots Presbyterian Church would be com- 
plete without some reference to those who had charge of the 
singing of the familiar Psalms, grand old Hymns, and_ those 
poetical versions of passages of scripture, known as the Para- 
phrases. 

From records revised we find that the following have been 
some of the ones entrusted with the playing of the harmonium 
and the conducting of the Choir of the Chascomtis Church:— 


1857/1860 Mr. James Dodds. 

1860/1877 Mr. William Dodds. 
1885 Mr. Samuel Jones. 

1885/1892 Miss Ferguson. 

1888/1897 Mr. Richard Allison Hill, 
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Some of the younger generation present at the Communion Ser- 
vice held in the Camp Church in April 1955. 


Wedding performed by Rev. Martin P. Ferguson in the year 1893 
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1897/1902 Miss Jessie Davidson (later Mrs. John 
Donaldson) . 
1903/1904 Mr. Horace G. Moseley. 
1904/1906 Miss Katie E. Gravell (later Mrs. John Mc 
Gaul Sproat). 
Miss Sophie Bruce. 
Mrs. Alita Robson de Moore. 
Mrs. Luis Jensana. 
Miss Annie Bell Cameron. 
Miss Mary Ellen Cameron. 
Mr. Archibald Herdman. 


Mr. Richard Allison Hill, who was Psalmody and Choir 
Conductor of the Church from 1888 to 1897 was well @ fted in 
poetry, and a number of his poems, have from time to time 
appeared in the Buenos Aires Scots Church Magazine. 


SCHOOLMASTERS 


As Mr. James Dodds very clearly points out in his book, 
the camp schoolmasters many years ago were highly educated 
men, and very excellent teachers. Many of them held intel- 
lectual status next to the Minister of the Gospel, lived in social 
intercourse with the families they taught, dined at the same 
table, and gathered round the same fireside. Some of them 
had come in search of health, some had come to mentl their 
fortunes, and had failed; some through love of travel, and to 
see more of the world, and other restless spirits in search of 
adventure. On the whole the work of the camp schoolmaster 
proved highly successful. 

Hereunder we mention a few of the names of those who 
successfully wielded the cane in the camp schools of the Chas- 
comtts district:— 


Mr, Henry, Gedaese cer... Dodds’ Estate, Adela 
Mir; “Thomas! onesies. ane Dodds’ Estate, Adela 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Camp .. Dodds’ Estate, Adela 
Mr. Stoat. . ....Sadnsamsmeibeee Dodds’ Estate, Adela 
Mr. George Henry Snow .... James Grant’s Estate 
Mr Henry Nichols in2aveuen Ninian Johnstone's Fly. 
Mr. Thomas Laidlaw ....... Ninian Johnstone’s Fly, 
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Mr. Clarence Holmes, M.A. . Burnet Family. 


Mr. John Thompson, M.D. .. Burnet Family. 

Nite Oli Sand ahee nrc.) cas.c cies Burnet Family. 

Mr. Richard Allison Hill ... Sproat Family, later. 

Pettigrew Family in Cabildo. 

Mins DouslasmSalis c.ntt chuatat > Young’s Estate. 

Diy RYDE tit ie gen ul ean.s Allan Family. 

Mipy Macken. jj. 4 <tr teres eens Allan Family. 

Mie alter .osi. (eek Bahia ROs Allan Family. 

Mae TUS acti tt hae hae be bi Bell Family. 


Mr. Alex. M’Laren. 

Mr. Murray. 

Mr. George Ferguson. 

Mr. Charles Purdie. 

Mr. Noble. 

Mr. Ninian Cameron. 
Miss Annie Bell Cameron. 


From the records revised we find that in 1889 there were 
two flourishing English Schools in Chascomts; the “English 
High School” under the energetic and accomplished teacher 
Mr. Francis Henckel, and the ‘Real English High School” un- 
der Mr. C. Montell. When Mr. Henckel died in February 
1890 his school was taken over by M. los Angeles with Mr. 
Richard Allison Hill as English and Music Master, and Mr. 
Zingler as Professor of German. 


Our Community to-day has every reason to be proud and 
grateful for what their forbears did for them and others such 
as they to provide facilities for Christian worship and com- 
munity welfare. 

We pray that our community may merit from future genera- 
tions, the same sentiments and gratitude when on some distant 
date or occasion, it may be thought fit to publish a record of 
the activities of our Church subsequent to the period covered 
by the foregoing. 


Este libro se terminé de imprimir el dia 21 de octubre 
de 1957, en los Talleres Graficos MacCorquodale y Cia., 
S.R.L., Tacuari 743, Buenos Aires, Reptblica Argentina 


